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in the past 23 years. The IBSU actively collaborates with the
world’s leading universities to obtain new skills and experiences,
through its annual program that allows hundreds of students go
abroad for exchange programs. Ilyas Ciloglu, the rector of the
XQLYHUVLW\EHOLHYHVWKDWWRJHWTXDOL¿HG(XURSHDQHGXFDWLRQLQ
Georgia is quite possible, and to prove that, he presented the
following arguments:
“I make such judgments depending on our university. As you
know, every year, we send about hundred students to study abroad
YLDGLႇHUHQWH[FKDQJHSURJUDPV:KHQWKH\FRPHEDFNZHPHHW
them and compare the education they got here to the education
they got there. They say we are more demanding toward students
WKDQLQDQ\RWKHU(XURSHDQXQLYHUVLWLHV$SDUWIURPWKHVWXGHQWV¶
feedback, it is important to consider what authorization experts say.
For instance, last year they visited us and during the conversation
we expressed our hope that we would soon catch up with the level
RI(XURSHDQHGXFDWLRQ2QHRIWKHPIURP%ULWDLQVDLGZHKHUH
KDYHQROHVVOHYHORIHGXFDWLRQDVWKHUHVWRI(XURSH
It is quite remarkable that the students who graduated from
our university go abroad to earn their Masters and PhD deJUHHV7KHUHWKH\JHWYHU\SRVLWLYHUHPDUNVGXHWRWKHLU(QJOLVK
ODQJXDJHSUR¿FLHQF\:LWKWKHVHSRVLWLYHVZHFDQVD\WKDW

IBSU - ლიბერალური მიდგომა,
საერთაშორისო ხარისხი, დასაქმების
მაღალი მაჩვენებელი
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IBSU provides students with good education. I am glad that
other universities work intensively and the competition is higher
among universities. That in itself, it is one of the prerequisites
for improving the quality of education.”
The rest of our interaction with Mr. Ilyas Ciloglu are contained
in the excerpt below:

Our Students Happiness and
Satisfaction is Our Biggest
Achievement
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ILYAS CILOGLU ON THE IBSU’S 23-YEAR
COMMITMENT TO QUALITY EDUCATION
STANDARDS PLACED AT PAR WITH THE BEST
SCHOOLS AROUND THE WORLD.

T

he International Black Sea University (IBSU) has
been noted to tirelessly pursue the provision of quality higher education to both foreigners and Georgians
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Mr. Ilyas, what do you think are the challenges of higher
education in Georgia today?
(GXFDWLRQFRQVLVWVRIPDQ\FRPSRQHQWVWKHUHIRUHLWUHTXLUHV
a complex approach. I am very optimistic for the bachelor level
education in Georgia. MA programs also meet the requirements
but I see that the development of PhD programs is more probOHPDWLF)LUVWRIDOOWKHSUREOHPOLHVLQWKHVFDUFLW\RI¿QDQFHV
and then in human resource. Shota Rustaveli National Science
)RXQGDWLRQDOORFDWHV¿QDQFHVLQUHVHDUFKGHYHORSPHQWDQG
announces various competitions and I must say that it is one
big step forward for professors. However, the question is if that
LVVXႈFLHQWWRVD\WKHOHDVW8QIRUWXQDWHO\WKHSULYDWHVHFWRU
has not shown any interest in research. They can’t see what
the university might give them and they don’t want to invest
money. This is unlike the private sector abroad which pumps
huge amounts into the budget for research annually.
Education requires constant development in order to
meet the employment market requirements. What are you
doing regarding that?
2IFRXUVHWKHDSSURDFKFRQVWDQWO\FKDQJHVWKHGHPDQGV
FKDQJHWRR)RUH[DPSOHVWXGHQWVKDGDGLႇHUHQWGHPDQGWHQ
years ago and today they have another. Information technology,
business, public administration, law and international relations
are in greater demand today. Market demands also change and
in order to meet them, we must carry out research to know what
is demanded and where. Recently, four universities signed a
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memorandum to conduct a large-scale market research where
the inquiry will focus on employer companies, graduates and
VWXGHQWVDQGURPWKHUHVXOWVZHZLOOEHDEOHWRWHOOWKHGLႇHUHQW
requirements employers seek.
2XUUHVHDUFKHVDUHDOVRSURJUDPEDVHG)RUH[DPSOHWKHUH
LVDEXVLQHVVSURJUDPZKHUHZHPHHWFRPSDQLHVRIWHQ:H
ask students what they didn’t know, which program they should
have known, and we implement our programs accordingly.
:HSD\WRRPXFKDWWHQWLRQWRWKHIRUHLJQODQJXDJHOHDUQLQJ
$SDUWIURPWKHFRPSXOVRU\(QJOLVKODQJXDJHOHDUQLQJZHKDYH
elective languages - German, Turkish, Russian, French, and
Spanish. So, students are able to speak another language upon
graduation.
2XUVWXGHQWV¶SDUWLFLSDWLRQLQLQWHUQDWLRQDOFRPSHWLWLRQVLV
RIXWPRVWLPSRUWDQFHWRXV2Q0DUFKVWRXUVWXGHQWVZKR
VXFFHVVIXOO\SDUWLFLSDWHGLQWKH2O\PSLFFRPSHWLWLRQVWKDWWRRN
place in Central Asia and Caucasus countries, are going to Porto
WRWDNHSDUWLQDGD\ZRUOG2O\PSLFFRPSHWLWLRQLQLQIRUPDWLRQ
WHFKQRORJLHVVWXGHQWVIURPFRXQWULHVZLOOFRPHWRWKLV
FRPSHWLWLRQIURP+DUYDUG2[IRUGDQGWKHZRUOG¶VRWKHUOHDGLQJ
XQLYHUVLWLHV:HVXSSRUWWKHPWRWDNHSDUWLQVXFKFRPSHWLWLRQV
In order to share experience, we bring lecturers from abroad.
Besides, we work to send our professors for one semester
abroad to get experience, attend and deliver lectures, and come
EDFNZLWKUHQHZHGNQRZOHGJH:HGRRXUEHVWWRHQVXUHRXU
students keep up with the pace of what is developing in the
world’s education. Thinking and putting things in place for the
GHYHORSPHQWRIFRXUVHVDUHWLPHFRQVXPLQJEXWZHDUH¿QDOO\
getting a good picture.
You are the Rector of one of the best universities in
Georgia. What kind of teaching method does the IBSU have
and what do you do to improve teaching quality?
:HDUHFKDUDFWHUL]HGE\DOLEHUDODSSURDFK6WXGHQWVIHHO
free, they can freely express their academic ambitions and we
VXSSRUWWKHPDVPXFKDVSRVVLEOH6RRQ¿YH  RIRXUVWXdents will go to China to study. To send hundred students per
\HDUWR(XURSHYLDH[FKDQJHSURJUDPVLVDKXJHVXFFHVV$ORW
still has to be done ahead but what we have currently, is a big
DFFRPSOLVKPHQW2XUWHDFKLQJSURJUDPLVGHYHORSHGDFFRUGLQJ
to the subject and every program has earned their accreditation.
:HKDYHDVSHFLDOEXGJHWWRVHQGRXUSURIHVVRUVDEURDG
to participate in conferences, to publish articles in top journals
ZLWKRXWWKHLUVDODULHVEHLQJDႇHFWHG$OVRWKHJUDQWLVVXHLVYHU\
FUXFLDO:HZRUNLQWHQVLYHO\WRJHWJUDQWVIRURXUSURIHVVRUV
7KLVDUHYDULRXVRQH±IURPWKH(XURSHDQ8QLRQRUORFDOJUDQWV
,YHU\ZDQWPXFKWRGHYHORSWKLV¿HOGEXWWRJHWWKHLUOHYHOZH
will have to work very hard.
As I mentioned we send and bring professors from abroad
so it is easily possible to get the same quality of education at
,%68DVLWLVDEURDG2QHRIWKHSURIHVVRUVZKRFDPHKHUH
and taught undergraduates told students that they would not
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need to go to the US for their bachelor’s programs, he said the
US was here, with them. Though, going abroad for studying
does not mean you will get only education. Living abroad will
help you to become an independent person, you learn how to
RYHUFRPHREVWDFOHVDOODORQHDQGPDQ\PRUH:KLOHVWXG\LQJ
here, you are focused on only studying and can’t develop other
necessary skills which are also very important.
What is IBSU’s main advantage?
,%68LVGLVWLQJXLVKHGIRULWVKLJKHVWOHYHORI(QJOLVKODQJXDJH
WHDFKLQJ:HKDYHDULFK\HDUKLVWRU\ZHKDYHEURXJKWXS
RXUVWDႇLQWKDW¿HOGRIHGXFDWLRQ:KHQDVWXGHQWFKRRVHVDQ
(QJOLVKODQJXDJHLQVWUXFWHGVHFWRULWLVLPSRVVLEOHIRUDOHFWXUHU
WRFRQGXFWDFODVVLQ*HRUJLDQ:KHQDQLQVWUXFWLRQODQJXDJH
LV(QJOLVKWKHHQWLUHFRXUVHLVFRQGXFWHGLQWKDWODQJXDJH2XU
JUDGXDWHVDUHHDVLO\HPSOR\HGLQWKHLUFKRVHQ¿HOGVDQGLQ
RWKHUGLUHFWLRQVDVZHOO:HKDYHDYHU\KLJKHPSOR\PHQWUDWH
and we send many students abroad via exchange programs.
IBSU is an international university. From which countries
do the students come here to get education and what kind
of international quality do you have?
,QWHUQDWLRQDOTXDOLW\LVYHU\LPSRUWDQWWRXV$VLJQL¿FDQWQXPEHURIVWXGHQWVFRPHIURP$VLDQFRXQWULHVIURP(XURSHWKH
86,VUDHODQG$IULFD(DFK\HDUDSSUR[LPDWHO\VWXGHQWV
FRPHIURPFRXQWULHVWRVWXG\ZLWKXV:HKDYHDQHQRUPRXV
SRWHQWLDOWRLQFUHDVHRXUQXPEHURIIRUHLJQVWXGHQWV:HKDYHD
KLJKDFDGHPLFSHUIRUPDQFH2XUVWXGHQWVKDYHDZHOOGHVHUYHG
appraisal for our university. If your graduate is not happy with
the education she/he received, foreigners will not come or will
come, see that the level of education is not appropriate and the
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hDSSHQZLWKXV:HDOVRVLJQHGPHPRUDQGXPVZLWKWKHZRUOG¶V
GLႇHUHQWXQLYHUVLWLHVIRUXVWRWDNHSDUWLQZRUOGHGXFDWLRQDO
conferences and this enables foreign countries to learn about us.
What is IBSU’s international relations and how important
is international collaborations to you?
As I mentioned we have signed memorandums with many
universities in the world, we implement exchange programs,
DQGWKLVLVYHU\LPSRUWDQWWRXVDQGWKHVWXGHQWV:HFRQGXFW
winter and summer schools, foreign students come here, we
share knowledge with each other, we publish their articles in
IBSU’s journal, and we likewise have opportunity to publish
RXUVLQWKHLUMRXUQDOV7KLVLVWKHEHVWSUDFWLFHWKDWLVUHÀHFWHG
RQWKHXQLYHUVLW\¶VLQWHUQDWLRQDOVWDWXV:HSD\KXJHDWWHQWLRQ
to these relationships.
:KHQDVWXGHQWJRHVWKURXJKDQH[FKDQJHSURJUDPDQGLILW
LVZLWK(UDVPXV¶¿QDQFLDOVXSSRUWWKHVWXG\LV¿QDQFHGE\WKH
(8:KHQWKHVWXGHQWVJRHVWRWKHXQLYHUVLW\WKH,%68VLJQV
a memorandum with directives for them not to pay tuition fee
there, they pay here or partially pay there, or they just seek
¿QDQFHIRUWKHLUDFFRPPRGDWLRQRUWKH\JHWVFKRODUVKLS,W
depends on the type of memorandum we signed.
As a Rector, what hopes do you have for IBSU, how do
you envision its future?
(GXFDWLRQLVGHYHORSLQJHYHU\GD\DQGLWUHTXLUHVDQXSGDWHG
DSSURDFKGDLO\:HYHU\PXFKZDQW,%68¶VGHYHORSPHQWLQWKH
UHVHDUFKGLUHFWLRQ0RUH¿QDQFLDODLGPXFKPRUHLQYROYHPHQW
,WKLQNLQ¿YH\HDUVZHZLOOKDYHLQFUHDVHGKLJKHUOHYHOJUDGXates, will have more international memorandum, more exchange
programs, more technological development, and more support
IRUWKLV¿HOG:HZLOOKDYHPXFKPRUHIRUHLJQVWXGHQWV7KLV
LVZKDWZHKRSHWRVHHLQ¿YH\HDUVEXWLWUHTXLUHVYHU\KDUG
work and energy.
I hope we will have more successful graduates. Foreign proIHVVRUVDUHYHU\LQWHUHVWHGLQFRPLQJKHUH:KHQWKH\FRPH
once, they express their wish to come back and this is an incredible opportunity for our country. They develop friendship
and business network, they have students and information is
spread and all of these serves as an additional chance for our
country that many people do not know about it.
23 years is not such a long time but what has been done
within the period is a big achievement. If gold medalist student
enroll at our university, she/he is exempted from a tuition fee.
:HDUHQRWIRFXVHGRQO\RQSUR¿W0RQH\LQYHVWHGLQDVWXGHQW
today provides capital for the future. Many students come up to
PHZLWKGLႇHUHQWSUREOHPVDQGWKH\QHHGWREH¿[HGSURSHUO\
LQDZD\WKDWZLOOEHSUR¿WDEOHIRUWKHPDQGXV/LIHLVGLႇHUHQW
HYHU\RQHKDVWKHLUGLႈFXOWLHVDQGZHWU\WRVXSSRUWWKHP6WXdents say they are happy to come to IBSU and personally for
me, this is the greatest achievement.

ÀRZRIIRUHLJQVWXGHQWVZLOOGHFUHDVHRUZLOOVWRS7KDWGRHVQRW
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